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With appreciative thanks
This event and the program content is convened by Donald Ellsmore, APT and facilitated by ISS Institute                _       

Stucco (exterior cement plaster decoration) is a characteristic feature of 
many heritage places in Victoria. A substantial number of high Victorian and 
Boom-style buildings are finished in stucco - some of it apparently never 
painted. In 2006 South Melbourne Town Hall, its stucco facades and Mansard 
roof restoration (RBA Architects), won the RAIA John George Knight Award 
For Heritage Architecture. Research undertaken in conjunction with the 
conservation of South Melbourne Town Hall highlighted some gaps in existing 
knowledge about Victorian stucco, disappearing skills and practices in working 
with stucco, and the need for ongoing research and dissemination of information.
The purpose of the seminar is to draw together and disseminate the available 
body of knowledge of Victorian stucco, and to promote high standards in 
research and conservation.

The Association for 
Preservation Technology 
International (APT) is the 
premier cross-disciplinary 
organisation dedicated 
to promoting the best 
technology for conserving 
historic structures and 
their settings, with 
members in 30 countries. 

The APT Australia 
Chapter connects local 
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A significant and 
exciting initiative
This program is open to those who have an 
interest in Australia’s Heritage and seek to enhance 
their knowledge and skills in Victorian Stucco - to 
tackle, alongside experts, its associated problems
and solutions.

Archaeologists
Architects
Conservators
Builders
Educationalists from university and TAFE institutes
Engineers
Government agencies
Heritage advisers
Heritage consultants
Historians
Interior designers
Professional associations
Specialist practitioners
Students
Trades people
... and interested people

Venue
South Melbourne Town Hall
South Melbourne

Australian National Academy of Music
(enter from Layfield Street)

Date•Time
Saturday 28th April 2007
9.00am to 5.00pm 

Fee 
$165 which includes:

•  Morning and afternoon 
    refreshments
•  Copy of seminar papers
•  A ‘Certificate of Participation’
   will be presented.
The fee is subsidised by ISS Institute.

Early Bird rate is $135 for those 
who register and pay prior to 16th 
April 2007.

APT members - the fee is $125.

Scope...
Stucco, external renders and cement 
decorations, historical resources on 
the materials and traditional practices, 
stucco finishes and conservation 
techniques.

Lunch Pack your own lunch box,
shop at the South Melbourne 
Market behind the Town Hall, or 
lunch at one of the nearby cafes.

Format
This special event is a one day 
seminar with papers from invited con-
tributors followed by discussion.

Papers will be required in advance in 
correct format for distribution follow-
ing the seminar.

Visual presentations will be in 
Powerpoint.

         Seminar
        Victorian Stucco

    history • materials • techniques • sustainability

International 
Specialised 
Skills Institute

Logo
The Association 
for Preservation 
Technology 
Australia 
Chapter

I N T E R N AT I O N A L



context•skills•insights

  8.30am 	 Registration

  9.00am  	 Opening Comments
		 Dr Donald Ellsmore (Convenor)
		 APT Australia Chapter 

		 Ray Osborne (Chair)
		 Heritage Victoria

  9.15am 	 Stucco in Australia
		 Overseas background • Lime and 
		 cement imports and manufacturers
		 in Australia • Stucco recipes • Stucco 		
	 washes and finishes • Early cement 
	 	renders • Artificial stone and Victoria 
		 stone • Cast cement components in 
		 building exteriors				  
		 Professor Miles Lewis
	 University of Melbourne

10.00am 	 Materials and their Properties
		 Properties of sand, hydraulic and non-
	 hydraulic limes, cements and mixes	
		 David Young OAM
	 Consultant

10.30am 	 Discussion	

10.45am	 Break - refreshments 

11.15am 	 Testing of Materials & Specifications
		 The role of testing in specifying works: 
	 analysis of existing stucco • Test Methods  
	 Interpreting results • Specification for 
	 success • Prototype testing and evaulation	
		 David West
	 International Conservation Services

11.45am 	 Analysis of Finishes
	 	Examples of painted finishes and the role 
	 of Heritage Victoria in providing technical 
	 assistance					   
	 Jenny Dickens
	 Heritage Victoria

12.15pm		 Discussion

12.30pm	 	Case Studies 		  	
		 Roger Beeston
	 RBA Architects

  1.00pm		 Lunch

  2.00pm		 Session Introduction
	 Meredith Gould
	 Heritage Council member and Chair of the 
	 Heritage Council’s Technical Advisory Committee 

  2.05pm 	 Site Inspections
		 Sth Melb Town Hall and nearby places		
	 Roger Beeston
	 RBA Architects
	 Dr Donald Ellsmore
	 APT Australia Chapter

  3.05pm 	 Break - refreshments

  3.30pm	 Case Studies
	 including 300 Queen Street, Glass 
	 Terrace, Collingwood Town Hall, Government 	
	 House and the Melbourne Town Hall 
	 Administration Building				 
	 Peter Lovell	
	 Lovell Chen Architects

  3.45pm		 How and where to obtain materials 
	 and Trade Skills
		 Where to obtain the right materials and 
		 trade skills		
		 Bart Scheen
	 Holmesglen Institute of TAFE

  4.00pm	 	Options for Finishes
		 The use of limewash, cement paints, 
		 mineral paints, oil paints, acrylics and 
		 colouring agents
		 Dr. Donald Ellsmore
	 Donald Ellsmore Pty Ltd

  4.20pm		 Discussion

  4.30pm		 Where to Next
		 Conservation practice. Further research		
	 Carolynne Bourne AM
	 International Specialised Skills Institute Inc.

  5.00pm 	 Seminar concludes
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Complete the Registration Form and post, email or fax back. 
You are welcome to forward on to others who would also be interested in attending. 
PRINT CLEARLY PLEASE

Where did you hear about this workshop? ________________________________________

Your purpose for doing this course? _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Name____________________________________________________________________

Organisation _____________________________________________________________

Title/Position _____________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________Postcode_______________

Phone: Work/Home _________________________________________________________

Fax_______________________________________________________________________ 

Mobile ____________________________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________________

Conditions of Registration 
I hereby agree to abide by the regulations of the ISS Institute

Your Signature_______________________________________ Date ________________

Registration Form
PLEASE READ

Enrolment • Entry Requirements In general no 
formal entrance requirements are necessary.

• Conditions of Registration Complete the 
registration form attached. Enrolment can be 
made by email, post or fax. Cash must be paid 
at the ISS office - do not mail. An email or fax 
of confirmation will be sent after full payment of 
fee. Note: A position in the seminar will not be 
reserved without payment being received by this 
office. Enrolment is on a firstcome-first-served 
basis based on time of receipt of fees. If you 
have not received an email or fax of confirmation, 
please contact the ISS Institute office on 9882 
0055 to find out the status of your application. 
Do not assume that because you have sent an 
application you are automatically enrolled in the 
seminar • Refunds Please check your enrolment 
carefully. We regret that a refund will only be given 
if the workshop does not proceed. If you withdraw 
from the seminar after registration is received by 
ISS Institute, a $50 adminstration fee is payable. 
Refunds will not be given to those who withdraw 
three days or less prior to the workshop 
• Cancellation ISS Institute reserves the right to 
cancel the seminar if minimum enrolment numbers 
are not attained. In the event of cancellation due to 
insufficient enrolments or other, all fees will be fully 
refunded. Two or more working days notice will be 
given should the course be cancelled • Disclaimer 
ISS Institute reserves the right to amend or cancel 
any or all sessions listed herein without notice or 
prejudice. ISS Institute takes reasonable steps 
to obtain and give information about the seminar  
from appropriate sources, including materials used 
and the safety of the environment, but accepts 
no responsibility for inadequate or incorrect 
information given to it, or in the course notes, 
by the seminar presenters, supplier of materials 
or other third party • Privacy ISS Institute may 
photograph or video record seminar participants 
activities for use in promotion of the work of ISS 
Institute. Please let us know if you object to use of 
pictures of yourself in this way. 

                                                          March 2007 

Post, email or fax to:

ISS Institute
Suite 101,685 Burke Road, Camberwell 3124  Victoria

T  03 9882 0055   F  03 9882 9866    E  issi.ceo@pacific.net.au

Fee
Tick appropriate box please

[   ] $165

[   ] Early Bird $135 incl. GST for those who register 
     and pay prior to April 16th, 2007.
[   ] APT members - the fee is $125.

Payment Method:	 		

O  Cash (Pay directly at ISS office or by arrangement) 

O  Cheque (Make payable to ‘ISS Institute’)

O  Postal Order (Make payable to ‘ISS Institute’)        

O  Credit Card (Diners and American Express are not accepted)

O  Bankcard   O  Mastercard   O  Visa

Name on Card___________________________________________
	

Card Number   _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _    _  _  _  _  

Expiry Date  __  __  /  __  __	

Cardholder Signature_____________________________________
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