
|.3. I
. I.%

Heritage Landscapes

ISS Fellowship Report1 :: I|iI
I

By Mark Ward 

April/May 2001



1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Individuals and or overseas organizations 
which were the participating body/s in the 
fellowship and whose support is greatly 
appreciated.

1.1 Awarding Body

International Specialised Skills Institute

1.2 Fellowship Sponsors

The Foundation for Young Australians, 
formerly The Queen’s Trust for Young 
Australians

Palladio Foundation

Landscape Industries Association of 
Victoria - Brian Rankin, President

Holmesglen Institute of TAPE - Henry 
Pook, Senior Administrator

Gardenridge Pty Ltd - Don Thomson, 
Director

1.3 Organizations which participated in the 
Overseas Program

Mapei Pty Ltd - Australia and Italy - Paul 
Buckley Aust & Francesco Stronati Italy

British Embassy - Rome/Italy - Peter 
Phelan, First Secretary

1.4 Individuals and/or organizations which 
were involved in advising/assisting in 
identifying /verifying specialised skills 
gaps.

Paul Bangay - Landscape Architect

Landscape Association of Victoria

1Mark Ward - Fellowship Report



Heritage Victoria

Mapei Pty Ltd - Australia /Paul Buckley, 
Chief Sales Manager.

Tim Hubbard, Conservation Architect

National Trust

Karen Olsen

‘Letters of Support’

Don Thomson - Gardenridge Pty Ltd

Brian Rankin - Landscape Association of 
Victoria

Henry Pook - Holmesglen Institute of TAPE

2.0 Introduction

International Specialised Skills Institute is 
an independent, national organisation which 
was founded by Sir James Gobbo AC, CVO 
in 1989 and was its chairperson until 
becoming Governor of Victoria. Now ISS 
Institute's Patron in Chief, he continues his 
interest and support.

Since 1990, ISSI has filled gaps in 
industries and enterprises where the means 
of doing so are not available through 
Australian TAPE institutes or universities.

If we are to build successful enterprises, 
then it is essential that we raise the 
aspirations of both organisations and 
individuals. In skill terms, it will not be 
sufficient to simply meet current needs, but 
to anticipate future needs and allow and 
encourage innovation and growth in every 
sector of our economy. In this context, skills 
gaps are vital to long-term economic 
prospects and in the short-term sustain 
sectors which are at risk of disappearing, of 
not being developed or leaving our shores to 
be taken up by our overseas competitors. In 
this scenario the only pmdent option is to
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achieve a high level of skill, high value- 
added economy in order to build a 
significant future in the local and 
international marketplace.

The consequences of diminishing or loss of 
skills has significant economic 
consequences - for individuals and industry 
- and there exists the potential for serious 
fiow-on effects for businesses, industry 
sectors and the whole economy, as well as 
our community in general.

Operations are directed toward bringing 
knowledge and leading edge technologies to 
Australia and rebuilding skills that are 
disappearing, or have already been lost.

Creating a vision is to build, sustain and 
improve partnerships between designers, 
artisans, trade and professional people, both 
nationally and internationally bringing 
together an innovative and productive future 
for Australia.

Creating links between industries and 
occupations, government, educational 
institutions and the community, both here 
and overseas. Finding new ways of 
addressing problems and new ways of 
producing for the local and global 
marketplace.

One critical aspect of our strategic 
positioning is through the Fellowship 
program. "Fellowship” is a term selected to 
be used as a strategic marketing term to 
enable doors to open to allow companies 
and businesses that may not otherwise be 
accessible; to gain intellectual property, and 
industrial secrets, from our overseas 
competitors. Moreover, the aim is to keep 
'doors' open for future projects.

Fellowships are a key strategy 
encompassing market research to identify 
skill gaps. International travel programs and 
education and training activities ensure 
experiences and information gained 
overseas are passed on. Those selected
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become the catalysts for change in their 
industry and occupational sector.

Fellowships have been awarded to 
Australians to undertake overseas programs 
to destinations such as USA, Italy, England, 
France, Germany, Norway, Austria, 
Switzerland and Indonesia, and seven 
experts have travelled to Australia to 
conduct a range of activities from USA, 
England, Turkey and Italy.

This has resulted in the creation of highly 
effective new business ventures, the 
development of existing business, and the 
return of lost skills and knowledge to the 
Australian workforce, thus creating jobs.

Landscape Association of Victoria is a 
strong, stable and vibrant body which is 
critical in influencing government policy, 
and the development of a sound public 
profile, and thus gives strength to positively 
influence the destiny of the industry.

Members are consistently encouraged to 
strive to improve their knowledge and skill 
so that the integrity of all members and the 
association is recognised and enhanced. 
Members are also encouraged to research 
new methods, techniques and the quality of 
workmanship.

2.1 The Australian context - Nature and 
Current Situation of the 
Industry/Occupation.

In my opinion Heritage Landscapes in 
Victoria are being left to degradation.
When I say that, I mean that the ‘Soft 
Landscape’ trees shrubs and lawns are not 
receiving the necessary attention at specific 
times of the year they require. The ‘hard 
landscape’ paving, water features, feature 
walls, paths and building structures are also 
not receiving the continual maintenance 
required to keep these structures in there 
original condition and in some cases in a 
condition where they are able to be restored.
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It can be said that as Australia is a relatively 
young country and we unfortunately do not 
have the expertise, experience and 
knowledge required for the care and 
development of these landscapes. Trade 
skills are not being passed down from 
generation to generation as they are in older 
countries such as Italy.

As a recent graduating student, it is also my 
belief that the theoretical and practical 
training institutes are placing too much 
importance on construction of these 
landscapes, and not on developing a strict 
schedule of maintenance to recognise the 
importance and value of the heritage garden 
to the Australian culture.

Greater emphasis surrounds budgeting for 
development, without the recognition that 
existing landscapes need to be properly 
maintained so that they are not run down to 
a point of no return.

I believe Australians in the past have not 
recognised quality gardens or placed 
importance on the maintenance of there own 
gardens. In particular Heritage Landscapes 
have often been developed privately and 
generally suffer from a lack of quality 
maintenance.

However, there has been a significant 
improvement in recent years in Victoria 
through the growth of garden related shows 
on television and through magazines that 
highlight different aspects of garden 
construction and development, with 
influences from traditional garden orientated 
countries such as Italy.

Domestic gardens have boomed, but the 
heritage garden still lags behind often due to 
budget constraints.
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2.2 Organizations which have impact on the 
Landscape Industry.

Heritage Victoria 
National Trust 
Historic Gardens Trust

Landscape Industry Associations, are the 
responsible agents for the improvement and 
development of the industry and other 
professional associations such as,

Landscape Architectural Associations, they 
are the contributing catalysts of setting 
trends and preserving trends.

Recycling companies such as Visyboard, 
Smorgons, Sims Metal are recycling 
materials to be used in the industry.

Material processors - providers of raw 
materials for the Landscape Industry

Quarries/stone processors

Steel produces

Sawmill/wood processors

Concrete

Education and training providers

State and Federal Governments (via 
restoration and maintenance projects)

Horticulture - Nurseries and tree farmers 
influence the supply of particular species.

Retailers provide and promote 
specific and specialised products.

Environmental groups provide campaigns to 
preserve and restore monumental places

Media - television (Backyard Blitz and 
Ground Force) and magazines such as 
Garden Design and Our House, influence
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the trends in the landscape industry.

Television programs featuring specialised 
Heritage gardens from around the world 
have also created additional interest and a 
greater scope to initiate, develop, and build 
on traditional forms of landscape 
construction.

Housing and Building Associations such as 
the Master Builders Association (MAV) and 
the Housing Industries Associating (HIA) 
and influence landscape design with the 
homes built and the materials used.

Landscape considerations are being 
recognised by many organisations as 
playing an important part in creating a 
conducive landscape environment.

2.3 Aim of the Fellowship and its sponsors.

The ISS Institutes’ Overseas Travelling 
Fellowship, was sponsored by the Palladio 
Foundation, Foundation for Young 
Australians, Landscape Association of 
Victoria, Holmesglen Institute of TAFE and 
Gardenridge Pty Ltd.

International Specialised Skills Fellowships 
are a unique way of closing the skill gaps in 
industry. A way by which skills gap are 
researched and identified and developed. 
Specialised skills are sort overseas and 
placement at these organisations is sort 
after. As the agreement and purpose of the 
Fellowship, the skills gained from the 
overseas Fellowship are to be shared on 
return by way of reports, lectures and more 
practical methods such as workshops.

ISS Institute uses these reports to promote 
what people like myself in an industry can 
achieve and create for the long-term 
development and benefit of the industry.

The Landscape Association of Victoria is a 
body where accredited members, both 
commercial and domestic landscapers are
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able to unite and work out ways that the 
industry can be improved and further 
developed into the future.

I am currently a qualified and practicing 
landscape specialising in domestic creative 
landscapes. However, I have always been 
interested and intrigued in the restoration 
and maintenance of heritage landscapes.

Travelling overseas I have gained a better 
understanding of the complex issues 
involved in managing Heritage Landscapes.

This gave me the opportunity to adopt and 
transpose new skills and ideas not found in 
Australia, and use these skills for not only 
for the development of our ‘Heritage 
Landscapes, but also for providing 
information for the restructuring of training 
curriculum.

2.4 The Skills Gap

The study program focused on gaining a 
better understanding of the complex issues 
involved in managing “Heritage 
Landscapes”. In particular, I am interested 
in learning about some of the landscape 
treatments applied to the aging Renaissance 
gardens of the 15* century - design and 
layout, materials such as stone, pebbles and 
concrete, technology (equipment), 
horticulture and management.

Whilst the context was ‘heritage 
landscapes’, I am also interested in what is 
able to be learnt from the past, and 
transpose this knowledge to contemporary 
settings in the Australian landscape.

The landscape Industry is a progressive 
organisation, which with the aid of garden 
shows such as “Ground Force” is providing 
a lot more creative solutions not only in the 
design, but with the materials used in 
landscape construction. This is all a positive 
step for the Landscape Industry, because the 
exposure to landscape issues has increased
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ten-fold, and landscaping and the value of 
the garden to our contemporary lifestyle has 
entered a new era.

While we are moving to this new era of 
landscaping, we must not forget about our 
aging landscapes and heritage landmarks of 
Australia. Landscapes that are of historical 
significance to Australia's history and 
culture are often seen to be under threat. For 
example, mature trees that are coming to the 
end of their life, or are prematurely being 
destroyed? Do you cut them down and leave 
a huge hole in the landscape! What happens 
to paving that over time has fatigued and 
given way. Is the path fixed, replaced and 
are they replaced using the same materials 
to keep the originality of the garden intact? 
These are just some of the questions to be 
resolved.

The Burra Charter provides a framework in 
which these issues are addressed. For each 
site a specific set of particulars arise which 
the document can be applied.

In Australia there is not the mechanical or 
practical knowledge about how to manage 
our aging landscapes. I also believe there is 
not sufficient importance placed on keeping 
these landscapes to an acceptable standard. 
Unfortunately as yet there are no set 
standards to be used as a benchmark.

For many years in Australia we have based 
ideas, designs and construction on the 
influence from Italian gardens. This has 
been valuable, but now is time that we 
placed greater emphasis on blending these 
influences with our own needs considering 
our climatic conditions and our indigenous 
plant species. We have the capacity to 
develop unique designs and construction 
techniques that support innovative design 
and construction, while appreciating rich 
past traditions.

As part of their culture, Italy has a rich 
cultural history that has a focus on the 
environment - the garden landscape. These
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gardens have a strict management program 
in place to service aging gardens.

It is obvious to see from books and 
editorials that although Italy has these 
hundred year old landscapes they also have 
developed the mechanical knowledge, 
management structures and financial 
considerations to keep these landscapes at a 
high level of maintenance.

3.1 Introduction - The nature of your 
program overseas.

The overseas study program embraced 
visiting several major Italian Villas, and an 
Italian based material manufacturing 
company (Mapei).

I also worked with the head gardener 
(Terrance Share) at Villa Wolkonsky at the 
British Embassy. This fellowship took 
place during late April and throughout May 
2001.

3.2 Educational institution/host 
organisations.

I became aware of the Heritage Italian 
Villas through my previous employer, Don 
Thomson - Gardenridge Landscapes Pty 
Ltd. After early discussions with Don, 
Carolynne Bourne and I, we were able to 
have a meeting with Paul Bangay from 
Bangay Landscape Architects.

Paul is one of Victoria’s most influential 
landscape architects and has studied the 
impact of Italian gardens on contemporary 
gardens. During discussions with Paul we 
were able to identify which of the Villas 
would be the most beneficial to visit.

These Villas included:

Villa Lante 
Villa D’Este 
Villa Pasani
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Villa Centinale

Villa Wolkonsky - British Embassy.

After seeing an article in the Qantas 
magazine about a Landscape Gardener 
(Terrance Share) who has been working as 
the head gardener of Villa Wolkonsky for 
the past ten years. ISS Institute made 
contact with Terrance through the First 
Secretary of the British Embassy, Peter 
Phelan. With further discussions we were 
able to gain a work placement at the Villa 
Wolkonsky with Terrance Share for a period 
of three weeks.

My contact with the company MAPEI 
Victoria (Paul Buckley) organised through 
another landscape architect Scott Brown 
firom Scott Brown Landscape Design, Paul 
was able to organise a visit to there head 
office and technical manufacturing plant in 
Milan, Italy.

Mapei’s culture of innovation and 
excellence is centered in the company 
history. Founded in Milan, Italy by Mr 
Rodolfo Squinzi in 1937, Mapei grew from 
a small wall paint producer specialising in 
adhesives and sealants for building during 
thel950s. Under Mr Squinzils leadership, 
the company developed its first adhesives 
for ceramic tiles in the 1960s. Rodolfo 
Squinzi called the company “Materiali 
Ausiliari Per Edilizia e Industria”( Auziliary 
Materials for Construction and Industry) 
and today the company is still referred to by 
the original acronym, MAPEI.

Strong from its success in Italy, MAPEI 
began expanding across Europe in 1967 and 
into North America in the 1970s. Since 
1989 MAPEI has rapidly created successful 
subsidiaries in Europe, United Kingdom, 
Spain, Germany, Czech Republic, Hungary 
and the Asia Pacific region (Singapore, 
Malaysia, Australia). MAPEI distributes 
products throughout Latin America and the 
Caribbean and recently completed a new 
plant in Venezuela.

11Mark Ward - Fellowship Report



MAPEI is a unique company. It has 
transformed itself from an enterprise of 
Italian craft tradition into a global scientific 
and technical leader in its industry. Today, 
from the world headquarters in Milan, Italy, 
Dr Giorgio Squinze, the founders’ son, is 
leading MAPEI into the next millenium.

The very best aspect of MAPEI Value 
Advantage is centered in the product line 
development. MAPEI has taken years to 
perfect a system approach to solving project 
challenges. “Whatever the surface, MAPEI 
has you covered” has been their rallying cry. 
Sometimes customers have to buy certain 
products from one manufacturer for surface 
preparation, others from another 
manufacturer for installation, and maybe 
even another manufacturer’s products for 
heavy duty concrete restoration. So many 
different companies, so many different 
products, so many different warranties - 
This can cause a number of problems. Now 
a complete solution can be provided by 
throu^ one manufacturer whose products 
are designed to work perfectly together, all 
with an associated guarantee.

There Concrete Restoration Systems feature 
advanced specialty concrete repair and 
protection products such as concrete 
admixtures, treatments of rebar and 
anchorage products, bonding agents, grouts, 
mortars, waterproofing and decorative 
coatings.

3.3 Program Content

As stated earlier MAPEI is a unique 
company. It has transformed itself from an 
enterprise of Italian craft tradition into a 
global scientific and technical leader in its 
industry.

I was fortunate enough to meet and talk with 
Francesco Stronati, Mapei’s Technical 
Director. Francesco gave me an overview 
of the products used in building construction
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and building restoration. MAP El have 
under taken huge restoration projects such 
as “The restoration of Basilica of 
S.Apollinare Nuovo in Ravenna - see 
attachment”

Francesco out lined products such as 
“Mapelastic” which could and is used in the 
re-tanking of water features. This product is 
a two component flexible cement mortar. 
They also produce cement injection 
products that can be injected into cracks in 
the concrete and is guaranteed that it will 
not crack again at that section. This could be 
useful in restoration of retaining walls, 
concrete and water features before the 
“Mapelastic” is applied.

Since Mosaic’s and stone work are so 
profound in Italy, Mapei surface treatment, 
concrete and mortar additives provide many 
ways of treating and restoring parts of their 
Heritage landscapes.

Listed below are some of the products that 
could be used. Note - This is only a list of 
products, and before contemplating using 
any of the products below, Mapei must be 
consulted.

Concrete Repair Mortars

Planitop 16 - is a very fast setting chemical 
action repair mortar. Planitop 16 is a 
magnesium phosphate concrete with 
superior chemical resistance, abrasion 
resistance. Used for the repair and 
reinstatement of concrete pavement, parking 
decks and ramps.

Planitop 15, One component, polymer 
modified non shrink, cement very fluid fiber 
mortar for concrete renovation. Used for 
concrete repair and restoration material that 
can be fluid applied into a form from 
thickness of 3/8(10-100mm)
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Water Proofing

Mapelastic - is a two component flexible 
cement mortar for waterproofing and 
waterproof bondings of swimming pools 
and balconies. Used for resealing of water 
features.

Planiseal 89 - is a two component polymer 
modified waterproofing and protective 
flexible cement fibre coating for concrete 
and masonry. Used with or without 
fiberglass mesh for waterproofing and 
protecting concrete, cement mortars, and 
masonry. Protects concrete and masonry 
against salt water and is used for renovation 
and resurfacing of concrete structures such 
as retaining walls and building facades 
(render).

Additives

Planicrete AC, acrylic latex admixture a 
bonding agent for mortar and concrete 
mixes. Planicrete AC, mixed with Portland 
cement can be used as a slurry bonding coat 
for concrete. Used for all sand and cement 
mortar repairs.

Planicrete SB, styrene butadiend latex 
admixture and bonding agent for mortar and 
concrete mixes. Planicrete SB is a 
multipurpose admixture in mortar and 
concrete mixes.

As you can see from the products above and 
many more that are in the attachments and 
CD rom, with the advice of Mapei there 
would be a product that could aid in the 
restoration of most Hard landscape projects 
(retaining walls, pavements, water features 
etc).

As stated earlier I visited some notable 
Villas, Villa Lante, E’Deste and Centinale. 
These Villas were all from a similar era, so I 
will focus on the general and garden history 
of Villa Pasani. (photo’s attached)
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Villa Pasani - Stra (Appendix i)

The Venetian nobles during the 16* Century 
sited their country villas along the banks of 
the River Brenta. The villas at first were 
farmhouses, and only later were adapted to 
suit the trend for what Goldoni described as 
the “fad for the country season”.

In the garden of Villa Pasini the influence of 
the French tenets of Andre Le Notre were 
mixed with the more classical tradition of 
the park of the Venetian country villa, 
where otium accompanied pleasure in 
pursuing the rural life taking in the scenes of 
flower beds and fiuit trees, galleries and 
expaliers of citric fruits and jasmine.

At Stra the abstract geometrical rigors of 
Vaux Le Vicomptes infinite perspectives 
became a pattern in which to insert 
whatever aroused wonder and involved all 
visitors' senses.

Eighteenth century engravings show the 
great central parterre ornamented with 
broderied while arches of greenery encircle 
the outer border. The views took in 
hornbeam hedges and statues on 
mythological subjects, and a series of 
elements, materials and episodes in the 
Veneto tradition, used however in an 
innovative way that complied with the new 
theories.

The Paduan architect was aware of the bend 
in the River Brenta as a point of departure 
and used it as a way of merging the 
landscape with the garden. His conception 
of space hoins renaissance experience of 
Italianate garden to the French and 
European baroque’s flights of perspective 
stretching to infinity.

A quote from Villa Pasani “The garden 
could not be better, long avenues of stout 
hornbeams for inviting walks on the hot 
summer days. Here a myriad of natures 
coloured flowers could be admired. It was a
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joy to behold the fhiit of the trees ready to 
drop into ones hand, whatever the season. 
Here were fine statues to be admired, on 
entering a pleasant grove; in another part 
was a Maze; one came upon a small hill, an 
open air theatre, a Loggia, portico, at every 
step a fresh surprise and another marvelous 
sight. (Gherro 1815)”.

I believe when analysing Heritage 
Landscapes it can be broken in to two parts. 
Hard Landscape (retaining walls, water 
features, paving etc) and Soft Landscape 
(Trees, shrubs, turf etc).

During my visit to Villa Lante and D,Este I 
spoke to the maintenance crew and it was 
interesting to note that each member has a 
specific task. For example, the people that 
maintain and restore the hard landscape do 
not have anything to do with the soft 
landscape, and vice versa. They have a 
strict maintenance schedule to follow. 
Everything is methodically set out and at set 
weeks specific tasks are undertaken. For 
example, gardens and lawns are fertilised 
according to a strict schedule of times. The 
maintenance manager had the responsibility 
to develop an appropriate maintenance 
schedule for the conservation of the gardens 
of the villa.

Hard Landscaping.

Water Features - As noted in the 
photographs of the water features, the 
attention given to detail is meticulous. It 
was amazing to see the water features; all 
water features in all the Villas are not run by 
pumps like in Australia, but are all gravity 
fed from the rivers above the Villas. 
Therefore to clean and maintain the water 
features they have to cut the water supply to 
certain sections repair and maintain that 
section and then let the water back through.

Paving - As you can see in the photograph 
(Appendix 3) of the mosaic paving they are 
constantly having to pull up and relay 
sections of the paving due to subsidence and
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wear and tear. Because these Villas are 
tourist attractions, the paths need to be 
monitored and restored for safety on a 
regular basis. If they are old, some hundreds 
of years, they used replacement materials 
and sometimes similar methods of 
construction to maintain authenticity to the 
original structure.

Retaining Walls and Stone Work - The 
noticeable maintenance work being 
undertaking used sections of iron bar 
approximately 10mm wide by 100-150mm 
long (Appendix 2). The pieces of iron bar where 
being ground into the stone at each joint and 
apoxied over the joint to try and aid the 
stone from further movement and cracking. 
If the stonework was so decayed, trained 
and experienced tradespeople are engaged 
to rebuild the stonework out of the same 
stone type so as to retain original 
appearance. An explanation was given by 
the tourist guide at Villa Lante that all the 
stone and materials used in construction 
were local materials, so finding the 
appropriate materials was never much of a 
problem.

Soft Landscaping

Trees, Plants, Shrubs - The garden were 
filled with lush, healthy plants such as Box 
Hedge, Rhododendrons, Azaleas etc.
As you can see from the photographs, the 
gardens were designed in a formal manner. 
Hedges and paths methodically lead you to 
different sections of the garden. The one 
big thing that stood out in the soft 
landscaping was just how well manicured 
the box hedges were. This is a huge task 
because the box hedge is very susceptible to 
disease in Italy. I was told at Villa Pisani 
that the Villa always had mature box hedge 
growing in case one dies and then it can be 
replaced with a similar specimen to 
maintain the original status of the garden.

This practice is also carried out for major 
rows of trees such as the driveway trees at 
Villa Pasini. As you can see in the
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photographs, all the trees are of different 
mattirity, because as a trees dies a less 
mature one is readily at hand. Villa 
personnel have the responsibility to 
maintain and finance the development of the 
garden.

With all these management systems in place 
they have the responsibility to keep the 
garden looking beautiful.
Lawns - The lush green lawns make these 
gardens look spectacular. The lawns are 
always fed and sprayed to kill weeds and if 
certain parts of the lawn die then they are 
replaced with instant turf as shown in the 
photograph. 1 believe that the main reason 
the lawns look so good is because they have 
full time care, mowed regularly and are part 
of a strict maintenance schedule.

The main impact that stood out at all the 
Villas was just how well manicured all 
aspects of the garden were maintained.
With ten permanent staff at Villa Lante, and 
during the growing season in spring, they 
sub-contract out to another eleven 
contractors to maintain them to this high 
level.

Skills’ training was largely passed on from 
one tradesperson to another, thus 
maintaining the important skills and 
knowledge to take forward. These skilled 
artisans often became the teachers, and 
played a vital role in demonstrating 
techniques for the institutions to follow.

The Italian government has restored these 
Villas to a level where they are key tourist 
attractions that attract many thousands each 
year. Tourists pay to enter these Villas and 
the money received assists with 
maintenance and other garden development.

Next I spent some time at the Villa 
Wolkonsky - The British Embassy with the 
head Gardener Terrance Share.

After meeting Terrance, I found that he was 
not forthcoming with information as I was
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given to expect from the communications 
we had received before confirming the 
program at the Villa.

After contacting Carolynne Bourne, we both 
agreed that I would gain more from going to 
the other Villas and researching more about 
the education in the landscape industry.

The Villa Wolkonsky was the least grand 
out of all the Villas I visited. During my 
week at the Villa my duties were that of a 
basic Landscape Gardener, for example 
general pruning, weeding, mulching garden 
beds and cutting lawns. These functions 
were identical to the skills employed in 
Australia.

When necessary hard landscaping work was 
contracted out to specialised trades.
During my week, I did not witness any 
specialist work being undertaken on the 
hard landscape features of the garden. 
Terrance was responsible for the total 
planning of the garden, which was then 
reviewed and sanctioned by the 
Ambassador.

The maintenance teams were divided into 
two working groups, and alternated their 
duties so that each person had knowledge of 
the total requirements of the garden.
Terrance coordinated this work in his role of 
head gardener.

Terrance was the only qualified gardener 
out of the five gardeners that worked at the 
Villa.

The Ambassador’s wife was a keen 
gardener and I found that through her 
contacts I was able to find out the Institutes 
offering courses on gardening.

Scuola Agraria di Monaz
Web Site — www.monazflora.it 
Email - info@:monazflora. it

The Agraria School of the Park of Monza is 
a non-profit institution founded in 1920 and
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supported by the following public 
Administrations: Regione Lombardia, 
Provincia di Milano, Chamber of Commerce 
of Milan and other bodies, since 1984. The 
school specialised in horticulture, tree and 
green area management. It is one of the few 
centres in Italy focussing on vocational 
education in the horticultural field. The 
courses and seminars offered different 
levels of expertise. For example, short 
courses of 60 hours for operators. Courses 
with limited numbers for those who already 
hold a certificate, specialising in gardening 
and tree management with expert 
international speakers.

The school had strong links with specialist 
companies that enabled some students to 
work as apprentices for up to 20 days.

Finally, the school obtained in November 
2000 the ISO9001 quality certification for 
the “Design and implementation of 
educational services for professionals in the 
field of Agriculture and Gardening”.

Fondazione Minoprio
Web Site — U'WW.fondazioneminoprio.it

This Fondazione Minoprio is an Italian 
Foundation operating in the field of 
educational, professional training, extension 
and research for agriculture. Viz: gardening, 
flower cultivation, nursery and landscape 
management.

The Fondazione Minoprio headquarters is 
located 25km North of Milan in an ancient 
Villa with 20 ha of Botanical Park and 35ha 
and more of land used in teaching practical 
training activities. Each year more than 
220 students, attend the courses of the 
School of Minoprio. The technical degree 
achieved by the students enables them to 
have a very good opportunity to enter into 
the horticultural and fioricultural industry. 
Recently several post graduate courses have 
been activated in the field of gardening and 
landscape design and management, thanks 
to the cooperation with the Regione
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Lombardia, the European Community, and 
the Catholic University of Milan.

These two institutes were both 
recommended to me.

The Ambassador’s Wife’s secretary, (Jo 
Trippa) made contact with these institutes 
and informed me that their courses would be 
great for courses on “soft landscaping”. 
However, there were no courses being 
offered on “hard landscaping”.
In Italy highly skilled tradespeople have 
been trained on the job by skilled artisans 
over the years, and these skills have been 
passed on to other skilled artisans. It is this 
rich tradition of transferring skills that has 
enabled the gardens to retain their true 
character.

After leaving Villa Wolkonsky I visited - 
Villa Carlotto on Lake Como.

Villa Carlotta lies on a Morenic Hill, on the 
western coast of Lake Como, at an altitude 
of 201 meter above sea level. A thick belt of 
woods, vineyards and olive groves 
surrounded the hillside, in earlier times. 
These gardens, owe their reputation to the 
over 150 species of flowering 
rhododendrons and azaleas.

3.4 Outcomes of the fellowship program

Prior to traveling to Italy I was assisted by 
Carolynne Bourne and Paul Bangay 
(Landscape Architect) to make contact with 
and organise a work placement at: Mapei, 
Villa Lante, D,Este, Centinale and Pasini.

This enabled me to see at first hand and gain 
an appreciation on how Heritage 
Landscapes were developed and maintained 
in a range of Villas and through the use of 
products that assisted the maintenance of 
aging gardens.

I investigated the basis of design (the use of . 
vertical/horizontal plantings) for the setting
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out of the formal heritage garden, the 
selection of plant material that was initially 
selected in the formation of the garden both 
soft landscape (trees, plants, lawns) and 
hard landscape such as (retaining walls, 
water features, paths, use of sculptures). I 
was also interested in the solution of on 
going maintenance and on going 
regeneration of the gardens.

The identified Australian skills gap focuses 
on the selection of plants, maintenance and 
restoration of the garden and the 
contemporary use of additives, such as 
Planicrete AC, and surface treatment such 
as Mapelastic to assist in the repair of 
historic aging gardens.
Note I have listed a number of 
contemporary products made by Mapei in 
sub section 3.3.

Of particular interest was the use of iron 
rods and contemporary adhesives to repair 
decaying stone work and reduce and prevent 
further movement in stone walls.

Following my visit to MAPEI, I was able to 
witness a range of products that were 
designed to successfully repair aging and 
decaying hard landscapes.

I believe this to be one area that could be 
applied successfully to hard landscape in 
Australia.

Key Issues and Analysis

While the basic design of the gardens were 
similar in all the Villas i.e. most were 
designed around rectangles, squares and 
circles which created a formality to the 
garden design. Special features such as 
retaining walls, water features and 
sculptures enhanced the over all impact of 
the garden.

As most of the gardens visited dated back to 
the 16* Century there was a need for 
specific problems to be addressed such as
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decaying stonework, drainage infrastructure, 
textured coatings and plant regeneration.

A major consideration was the 
establishment and use of replacement plants 
to be integrated into the existing landscape. 
This involved the coordination and 
budgeting for the replacement of plant 
species.

I believe there would be some benefit in the 
development of an association that could 
discuss and come to terms with the common 
problems of heritage landscapes and in 
particular the use of contemporary products 
to could assist with the preservation and 
maintenance of the garden.

It was unfortunate that my two weeks at the 
Villa Wolkonsky was cut short because of 
the reluctance and commitment of Terrance 
Share to fully embrace the purpose of my 
study. However, visits to the six other 
Villas gave me a valuable insight into the 
management structures required in 
maintaining and restoring heritage 
landscapes. Some of the key features 
included;

- The approach to forming the design for 
heritage landscapes;

- The use of contemporary products used in 
construction and maintenance;

- Scheduling of maintenance programs;

- The relevance, importance and respect of the 
garden to the Italian culture and effect on 
tourism;

The use of water features such as noted at 
Villa Lante were unusual as they were based 
on a gravity fed system.
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4.0 Recommendations

4.1 The Problem (skills gaps and the 
Australian context - the current 
situation)

The current problems in Australia as I see 
them, come from the situation outlined in
2.5.
The Heritage Landscape Industry is 
relatively young in comparison with many 
European countries such as Italy.

In Italy Heritage Landscapes are highly 
prized and are a strong part of the Italian 
culture. The government in conjunction 
with the management of these Villas take 
great pride in making sure that these 
buildings and gardens remain as close to 
there original state as possible.

In contrast, in Australia, I believe that the 
government and few Australians recognise 
the true value of Heritage Landscapes nor 
there historical value.

Consequently, you can see that in Australia 
very few historic gardens are featured as 
tourist attractions and the few that are, do 
not receive adequate recognition.

These problems can be summarised as 
follows.

- need to achieve greater awareness of our 
Historic Landscapes.

- need to achieve greater importance and 
initially more funding of such places.

the lack of skilled tradesmen in the particular 
area required.

the lack of knowledge of products available 
for projects as described.

• Australia does not appreciate the value of 
quality Heritage gardens in comparison to 
Italy.
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4.2 Action Plan

It would not be appropriate to believe that 
we can replicate these Italian Villas or 
believe that recognition of heritage gardens 
will happen over night. However, we can 
learn from the initial planning and design of 
the garden, gain knowledge from their 
skilled tradesmen, and pick up on the 
scheduling of management practices that 
would be beneficial to the retention, 
restoration and recognition of the value of 
the heritage garden in Australia.

The Government must play a vital role in 
shaping the future for our Historic Gardens 
as it can only provide the continuous links 
to future recognition and appreciation. 
Through government agencies they are best 
placed to oversee the necessary support 
guidelines for the maintenance and 
restoration of Australia’s Heritage Gardens.

Consideration needs to be given to promote 
viable means for these gardens to be largely 
selfsupporting.

This would require bringing together the 
expertise that would include; raw material 
producers, horticulturists, research 
organisations, designers, professional 
organisations and Government 
organisations. Providing incentives for 
example, for research and development into 
concrete technologies.

A partnership with Industry and 
Government would unite, strengthen and 
promote a pro-active attitude for the long 
term maintenance and development of our 
Heritage Landscapes.
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Events and Conferences, such as those run 
by ISS Institute, to increase the public and 
Industries’ awareness of our Heritage 
Landscapes such as:

Conferences

Promoting a Maintenance and Development 
of Heritage Landscapes Conference in 
Australia.
This could attract experts in the field of 
maintenance, design and development from 
around Australia and across the world.

Such an event could identify a common 
approach to assisting with similar issues, 
relating to the heritage garden and be of 
particular value to us in Australia.
It would provide,

greater understanding of materials research, 
development and constmction techniques.

an impetus to unify and preserve historic 
buildings and gardens that reflect the age and 
time they were constructed.

control mechanisms to value historic 
structures and gardens across the world and 
lead to greater public appreciation of our 
historic gardens and the associated culture of 
other countries.

Aspects that might be considered could 
include.

Design format 
Displays/ models 
Workshops 
Site Visits 
Product innovation 
Specialist speakers

Gaining the support of the media to 
publicise such an event would create a 
greater awareness and exposure to alert the 
public of the need to appreciate, maintain 
and foster our heritage.
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If it is possible to create a higher level of 
awareness in heritage gardens such as has 
been achieved in Italy, then public 
perception of our past styles and traditions 
would assist in retaining and appreciating 
our valuable icons.

Research and Development:

Research and development is an important 
part of the restoration of our Heritage 
Gardens. This would require the 
development of a research institution that 
could feed valuable information from one 
central source rather than replicating and 
funding many smaller organisations. The 
results achieved could contribute valuable 
information to the training of landscape 
artisans. With input from companies such as 
MAPEI, this would ensure products and 
techniques would be appropriate to the 
specific needs of the soft and hard areas of 
the historic landscape.

To create further accredited advanced 
training courses for tradespeople - ‘master’ 
level.

Increase funding for Fellowships not only 
for trades persons to travel overseas but for 
expert trades persons to come to Australia.

Endorse further training for trade persons by 
way of government grants/ scholarships.
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5.0 Appendices

Photos:
Appendix 1: Villa Pasani 
Appendix 2: Villa Lante 
Appendix 3: Villa D’Este 
Appendix 4: Villa Wolkolsky 
Appendix 5: Villa Centinale 
Appendix 6: Villa Carlotta 
Appendix 7: Boboli Gardens

Appendix 8: CD Rom

Appendix 9: Brochures / Pamplets

Appendix 10: Letters of Support
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HOLMESGLEN

INSTITUTE OF TAPE

21 July 2000

To Whom It May Concern:

Re: Mark Ward

Mark Ward achieved outstanding results as a Landscape Gardening Apprenticeship 
at Holmesglen Institute of TAPE. He was a recipient of achievement awards for each 
year of his apprenticeship training and, in 1997, was selected by the Rotary Club of 
Waverley to go to England as part of its Apprentice Exchange Program.

Mark has both the ability and aptitude to be an excellent ambassador for our 
community and to learn extensively from his experience, as was evidenced by his 
successful apprenticeship exchange in 1997. Indeed, the Rotary Club of Waverley 
and the host club in England were greatly impressed by his interest in overseas 
landscaping traditions. Since returning to Australia, Mark has sought to apply his 
knowledge to a range of landscape designs and has successfully translated the 
benefits of this overseas experience to his own workplace.

Increasing client interest in heritage landscapes throughout Melbourne has created a 
need for landscape firms to develop greater knowledge and understanding of a range 
of European styles and practices, particularly those of fifteenth century Italian 
renaissance gardens. Mark’s proposed study program would give him an ideal 
opportunity to study first hand these styles and practices and place him in an 
excellent position to apply his knowledge and to further realise his career goals.

I have no hesitation in recommending such a promising landscaper for this travel 
program.

Yours sincerely

HENRY POOK
Manager, Education and Training Programs

w
Cert No: 124/94

All Correspondence to Chadstone Campus
P O B0X^43,2C-hsetei!®m,2<)<)0'SMeniFefiepfiTC(we'95«4 1555 
Victoria 3148, Australia Facsimile 9564 1606

International +613 
www.holmesglen.vic.edu.au

Waverley Campus 
Telephone 9564 1555 
Facsimile 9564 6233

http://www.holmesglen.vic.edu.au
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24 July 2000

international Specialised Skills institute 
336 Glenferrie Road 
MALVERN VIC 3144

To whom it may concern.

Regarding: Mark Ward

The Landscape indusiries Association of Victoria Inc. (LIAV) wish to commend Mark Ward to 
your organization.

Mark completed his apprenticeship with Gardenridge Pty Ltd, a member of our association, 
and has worked for the Company for nearly seven years.

Throughout this time Mark has earned the respect of his supervisors and peers, tor his honest, 
diligent and mature approach to his chosen profession.

Mark was awarded the Best Apprentice Award by the centre of Education that he attended 
in successwe years, and at the concluaon of his apprenticeship received a Rotary 
Scholarship for excellence in his chosen field. This involved a six week trip to England where 
Mark studied new landscape practices, and on his return his willingness to stiare tiiis 
knowledge with tils peers has been invaluable.

Mark readily and successfully took on more responsibility at Gardenridge in the role of 
Foreman, earning the respect of all, and more recently has established his own business,

He is a respected young landscaper and an asset to the Industry.

For any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on 1300 366 428

Yoyi^sincerely'm
Brian Rankin 
LIAV President
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living architecture

Wednesday, 19 July 2000

To Whom it may concern,

Re. Mark Ward
Mark has worked at Gardenridge Pty Ltd for nearly seven years. He 
commenced his time with us as an Apprentice at Holmesglen Tafe. In these 
early years we watched him realise his enormous potential executing work of 
the highest standard in the field and winning numerous awards throughout his 
schooling. This was given due recognition at the conclusion of his studies 
when Mark received a Rotary Scholarship for excellence in his chosen trade. 
As part of this scholarship Mark received a 6 week trip to England during 
which time he was exposed to landscape practises unique to that country. 
These he learnt and shared with his peers on returning home.
In more recent years Mark has held down the Foreman position within 
Gardenridge Pty Ltd. He took on the added responsibility with no fuss, and 
enjoyed the respect of his fellow workers.
At the start of this year Mark left Gardenridge Pty Ltd and started his own 
landscape business which he will no doubt make a success.

Mark has continually shown that he is keen to learn, does so quickly, and 
translates what he has learnt into work of the highest standard. It is such a 
person that will benefit greatly from a Travelling Fellowship, and benefit 
Australia when he returns sharing his newfound skills.

If any of the above requires further elaboration please do not hesitate to 
contact the undersigned.

Yours Sincerely,

Don Thomson
(Director of Gardenridge Pty Ltd)

PO Box 1 120 Box Hill VIC 3128 

Tel: 9898 5466 • Fax: 9849 0066 • Mobile: 0419 544 376
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Wednesday, 19 July 2000

Mark Ward : Highlights of his short career to date:
• Completed Apprenticeship in Landscape Gardening at Holmesglen Tafe

• Winner of Apprentice of the year in Landscape Gardening in 1994, 1995 

and 1996.

• Winner of Apprentice of the year for all participating trades in 1997.

^ Winner of a Rotary Scholarship in 1997
- sent to England for 6weeks exposing him to new practises

• Site Foreman at Gardenridge Pty Ltd for 3 years

• Commenced his own business this year - trading as Wards Landart

PO Box 1 120 Box Hill VIC 3128 

Tel: 9898 5466 • Fax: 9849 0066 • Mobile: 0419 544 376
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